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COMMANDERS MESSAGE 

Hello American Legion Family! This is my favorite time of year; flowers in 

bloom, birds chirping, and the smell of outdoor grilling in the neighborhood. 

Soon my teenage daughters will be out of school and weôll spend family time up 

north cruising around the lake. I have so much to be grateful for, and I want to 

take this opportunity to let you know how grateful I am for all of you! In my 

eight years at the Post, I have gained incredible friendships, and gotten to know 

and talk to so many phenomenal people. Being a member of the post and the people itôs brought 

into my life has been such a blessing. 

It's easy to be overcome with gratitude when the warm sun is shining down on you. Many of us 

deal daily with aftermaths of our service and even when weôre greeted with the perfect day, life 

can still feel lonely and sad. Iôll admit, even though life has been great to me, I still have grey 

days. It helps to be around others who can relate to my experiences, and even if itôs not often 

talked about, to know that we were all in that place once. It just really brings comfort to me. 

Iôm not normally a mushy, emotional person, but I am saying all of this to let you know that you 

are always welcome, and you will always have a friend here. Being a member of our Post doesnôt 

mean you have to attend meetings, or volunteer at all our events. You can simply socialize. Our 

local mission is to take care of our Veterans. And that may simply mean being the place you can 

go when you need a little camaraderie, some laughter, an Army vs. Navy jab or joke. Just by 

being a member you have helped us help other Veterans. So, thank you for being a member, and 

thanks for being a friend of mine. 

Our Memorial Day Parade and Remembrance ceremony went absolutely perfectly. We couldnôt 

have asked for better weather, and the true meaning of the day was definitely recognized. 

Sometime this fall we will hold a family picnic for all of our members including Auxiliary and 

the Sons. So watch for more information on that. Iôm excited to meet some of your families! May 

this summer bring multiple blessings, lots of laughter, and memories to last a lifetime. 

Kristin Burkart, Post 288 Commander 
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THANKS JERRY! 
 

Many thanks to 
outgoing 3rd Vice 
Commander Jerry 
Smith who has 
organized so many 
successful Memorial 
and Independence Day 
events for Post 288. 

He turns these 
responsibilities over to 
the incoming 3rd Vice 
Commander Kyle 
Christenson. 



STARS AND STRIPES HONOR FLIGHT 

Amy Luft delivered this speech at the Memorial Day Ceremony. Many thanks to her for providing it for reprint. 

Thank you for being here today, on this solemn and sacred day of remembrance. 

Today, we pause to honor the men and women of our Armed Forces who gave their lives in service to our 

nation. Their courage was not for recognition. Their sacrifice was not for glory. It was for usðfor 

freedom, for country, and for generations they would never meet. 

Many of us have been blessed to witness something extraordinary ï an Honor Flight. If youôve seen it, 

you know the feeling ï veterans arriving at our nationôs capital, often for the first time, to stand before 

the memorials that honor their service and their fallen brothers and sisters. These trips are powerful 

because theyôre not just journeys of reflections, their journeys of healing, of remembrance and of 

gratitude. When those veterans walk among the names etched in granite, or see the statues carved in 

tribute, they donôt just remember battles or uniforms. They remember faces. They remember friends who 

didnôt make it home. And on Memorial Day, so do we. 

We carry their stories forwardðthose who never returned, and those who lived to remember them. The 80 Honor Flight missions 

that weôve already taken, the 10,705 veterans that we have flown, each one of them is a reminder that the freedoms we enjoy are 

built on the backs of sacrifice. From the 101 year old WWII veteran that just flew with us in April, to the terminally ill Vietnam 

veteran waiting to fly with us in a couple of weeks, every veteran who walks off that plane is living history, and every name we 

remember today is a legacy that demands we live our lives with purpose and appreciation. 

When you see a veteran first and foremost, thank them for their service and ask them, have you been on an Honor Flight? And assist 

them with signing up. To the veterans who havenôt participated yet, your Honor Flight is waiting for you.  

As a community, let us promise this: that we will never forget. That we will support and cherish our living heroes. And that we will 

make sure future generations understand that freedom is never free. 

To those who served and sacrificed, to the families who live with their loss, and to every soul who has ever stepped forward to 

defend this nationðwe remember you. We honor you. And we thank you. May God bless our fallen heroes, may God bless our 

Honor Flights and may God bless the United States of America. 
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POST 288 REMEMBERS 

Names of Post 288 Legionnaires who passed 

away during the last year were read, and 

poppies were placed by the Poppy Princesses 

in their honor. They are: 

We thank 

them for 

their service 

and may they 

rest in peace. 

COUNTY MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE 

Information and Photos submitted by Sandy Mack 

The Ozaukee County Memorial was held on May 

23 @ 5:00pm at the Ozaukee County Justice 

Center. In attendance was Ozaukee County 

Commander John Jacque, Ozaukee County 

President Carol Szudrowitz, guest speakers 

Department Commander Jim Johnson and 

Ozaukee County Board Chair Mr. Schlenvogt. 

President Carol Szudrowitz gave the opening 

prayer and assisted Commander John Jacque 

with the laying of the wreath. 

Roy Borchardt Roverto Leon 

Michael Cocking Raymond McCarville 

Glenn Dohrmann Wallace Olson 

Arthur Filter Leo Thiel 

Gerard Ford Dennis Wolff 

Walter Foth Alec Wolter 

William Hanson  
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MEMORIAL DAY 2025 

Photos by Bob ñSkidò Skidmore 

The weather was bright and sunny for this yearôs Memorial Day 

parade and ceremony. Many well-wishers from the community 

lined Washington Avenue to watch the procession and join us for 

the ceremony in Veterans Park. 

Master of Ceremonies Eric Albrecht began with the Call to Order, 

Keith Mason played To the Colors and Eric welcomed honored 

veteran James Lee. Jim has been a legion member for 69 years 

and served in the US Army. 

Post Chaplain PJ Glavey provided the Invocation and the Boy 

Scout Color Guard presented the colors. Jerry Smith introduced 

three special guests Laotian veterans who 

served in Vietnam War: Onekeo Phongsavath, Kamphou Vorachek, Phousavanh Keomouangchanh and 104 

year old COL Chenh Noy Bounket . Cedarburgôs own Michael Smith sang The National Anthem and the scout 

troops led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. COL Stephen Leopold placed the POW-MIA 

cover on the chair and the CHS band played National Emblem led by the drum 

majors, under the direction of Andrew Westgate. 

Post 288 Commander Kristin Burkart provided the welcome message and told the 

story of the painting ñ6 seconds to liveò which was donated to Post 288.  The Fallen 

Soldier Battle Cross Ceremony was narrated by Bob Batty while post 

members built the battle cross. Names of Post 288 members who passed in 

the last 12 months were read by Auxiliary President Chris Skidmore and the 

poppy princesses placed poppies in their honor. Amy Luft spoke about the 

importance of the Honor Flight (see page 2). 

Dennis Loberger narrated, and members of the SAL Squadron 

demonstrated the flag folding ceremony followed by Washington Post 

played by the Cedarburg Civic Band under the direction .of Christine 

Murano. The keynote speaker, LTC Kurt Taylor USAF (Ret) was a 

chaplain for 25 years, retired in 2024 and is now a professor of 

theology at Concordia. He reminded us to thank those who served, 

remember that veterans get a little angry with those who disparage 

our country, and that the military supports us out of love. 

Honored veteran Jim Lee placed the wreath at the memorial, the 

Post 288 Honor Guard provided a rifle volley, and Taps was played by 

CHS trumpeter Max Marshal. The closing prayer was given by PJ 

Glavey. 

Many thanks to the following: American Legion Riders; Post 288 marching unit and color guard; Auxiliary Unit 

288; CHS marching band; Cedarburg Civic Band; Webster Middle School marching band; parade marshal LTC 

Kurt Taylor USAF Ret; honored veteran James Lee; North Shore Marine Corp League; Cedar Creek Motorsports; 

Lasata veterans on Trishaw bikes; Boy Scout troops 835 & 836; 

Girl Scout troops 8284 & 8285; Cub Scout pack 3803; 

Cedarburg Fire Department; Uniformed Armed Forces 

personnel; COL Steve Leopold USA Ret former POW Military; 

jeeps in parade provided by Brad Bice, Guy Dodon, Matt Miller, 

Steve Zaharias; Thunderbird jet Marlin Schilcher; vehicle for 

women veterans Tony Altomare. Ceremony: MC Eric Albrecht; narrators Bob Batty, Dennis 

Loberger; Auxiliary President Chris Skidmore; Post Commander Kristin Burkart; Chaplain PJ 

Glavey; Stars & Stripes Honor Flight Amy Luft; poppy princesses Ila Larson & Taylor Sackett; 

Vocalist National Anthem Michael Smith 



BADGER BOYS 2025 

This year five boys from Cedarburg High School participated in Badger Boys State. They were Nick Claditis, Max Marshal, Caiden 

Poupore, Henry Schmidt and Will Weeden. Post 288, Cedarburg Fire Department and the Lions Club provided sponsorship. 

 

Henry Schmidt expected the BBS week to be a guided experience with a focus on government. He was surprised 

at the amount of free time they had to devote to BBS activities. The highlight of his week was the end of the day 

debriefs. He said that everyone was their most honest, especially toward the end of the week as they were more 

familiar with one another. During the week, he participated in mock government and the press corps. He ran for a 

few offices at the city level and became county health commissioner. From his experience at BBS, he takes better 

communication skills, the ability to convince people of your capabilities, the values of taking good notes and 

following through with your promises. At CHS, he is involved with National Honor Society, and stage crew. In the 

community, he volunteers at Summer Sounds and serves the homeless at St. Benedict the Moor in Milwaukee. 

After his upcoming senior year, he plans to attend Saint Louis University and major in Psychology and Social Work.  

 

Nick Claditis felt the counselors kept everything a little mysterious so that 

the BBS citizens werenôt sure of what was coming next. His father is a BBS 

alumnus, so he knew the week involved government simulation with like-

minded kids, and that he would build connections. The highlight of Nickôs 

week was the honor of interviewing for Badger Boys Nation, where two BBS 

participants are sent to Washington DC. He was selected as his cityôs 

representative and got past the first round and into the top nine candidates. He 

didnôt qualify for Nation, but felt it was a great experience learning and preparing. Also, the 

people he met made the week special. He ran for governor with the support from his new friends, 

and he built a lot of new connections. Going forward, he takes confidence ï being able to go up to 

people and introduce himself; he felt he put himself out there campaigning. The other thing he 

takes forward is learning that everyone has something theyôre struggling with and theyôre not 

comfortable sharing. In Cedarburg (sometimes called the ñCedar-Bubbleò) we are somewhat 

privileged. He said there were some pretty emotional experiences in his BBS group. He said that in the 

future he wants to have conversations with friends and family to make sure theyôre okay. At CHS he is 

involved with tennis; Mock Trial; DECA ï a future business leaders club and Euro Challenge. Since only 

undergrads compete, he was a Euro Challenge advisor this year and his group qualified to compete in New York. After graduation he 

hopes to major in Business and Political Science and then pursue an MBA and law degree.  

 

Will Weeden was not sure what to expect and went to BBS with an open mind. He met many people with the same 

interests, and he had a lot of fun. He enjoyed the conventions, rallying, seeing everyone come together, rec time and 

playing sports. He participated in spike ball, soccer and basketball. Will ran 

for and won a seat on the county council and on the budget committee for his 

city. Going forward, he feels he has improved his ability to socialize and be in 

front of large groups of people; he feels he has increased his leadership skills 

and his ability to take responsibility. At 

CHS, he participates in ski racing. In the 

community he has a part-time job and 

volunteers at Family Sharing. After high 

school his interests lie in college to study 

business and real estate. 

 

In the next issue, we will hear from Max 

Marshal and Caiden Poupore. 
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Nick Claditis at left with 
fellow BBS citizens. 

Will Weeden, second from right, with his city. 

Will Weeden, second from left, at 
a BBS assembly. 



MESSAGE FROM SAL SQUADRON COMMANDER JERRY GOMEZ 

SAL & Legion Family,    Summer is here and by the time you read this Memorial Day is in the 

rearview mirror. As usual our post had a great Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony. Jerry Smith 

did a great job! Next year as Third Vice-Commander of our post, Kyle Christenson will be 

organizing this big event. Letôs give Kyle our support by joining the Memorial Day Parade 

Committee. This committee meets once a month starting in March through May. 

The Sweat4Vets fund raiser was a huge success despite some rain. The SAL Squadron 288 donated 

$500.00. Proceeds from this event are going to VetsNet, a non-profit organization benefiting veterans. The MS 

Walk 2025 changed locations this year from Sheboygan to Milwaukee. We are proud of Team Jaeger for its annual 

participation in this event. The SAL has donated $200.00 for this worthy cause. 

The Cedarburg July 4th parade is 3 1/2 weeks away (at this writing). Our Post is always proud to participate and lead this great 

parade. Meet at the post by 8:30 a.m. to catch the bus ride to Fireman's Park if you are participating in the parade. 

The S.A.L. is looking for volunteers to park cars at the legion for Summer Sounds every Friday starting 6/13 to 8/16 from 5:00 p.m. 

to 8:00 p.m. I would like to see a few more SAL members volunteer. This is our main source of income which enables the SAL to 

help support non-profit organizations benefiting veterans and community. Please call me if you would like to help. Mark your 

calendars for these Maxwell Street dates: Sunday July 13th , Aug. 31st and Oct. 5th. Also, Wine & Harvest Festival on Sat 9/20 and 

Sun 9/21 Volunteers will be needed to park cars! Call Brian Kjell to sign up! 

The S.A.L. 2026 membership campaign kicks off in August. Please remember membership dues are $15.00. 

Thank You, Jerry Gomez, S.A.L. Commander Post 288 Squadron (262-388-0406) 
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MESSAGE FROM POST 
CHAPLAIN PJ GLAVEY 

On each Memorial Day - we, as a country, set aside a 

portion of time to honor the sacrifice of those who 

have served this country. And, while my mind 

wanders to the families of those I've served with 

who died overseas, I'm also reminded of GOD's 

great sacrifices for us throughout history. 

Those who study the Bible would know of something called the "law 

of first mention." It's a doctrine wherein words are defined by GOD 

in HIS word - rather than by our understanding. Today, as a society, 

we often associate the word "love" with tolerance. But GOD first uses 

the word "love" in describing Abraham's love for Isaac. GOD had 

promised a seed from Abraham's loins - a Messiah and children - 

and, in faith, Abraham went to the mount to sacrifice his son - 

exercising faith that, by GOD's promise of that seed, our LORD 

would provide a sacrifice on Isaac's behalf. 

"And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 

burnt offering: so they went both of them together" (Genesis 22:8). 

Throughout Scripture, the faith of the line of life held the exact same 

commonality. The faith of Abel - the faith of Noah - the faith of 

Abraham and Seth - the faith written in the stars - is the same faith 

of GOD's children today - that GOD Himself will provide the 

sacrifice. 

As we enter the summer season together, and carry on serving each 

other at the Legion, let us keep our attention on the sacrifice that 

GOD has and will provide on our behalf. That we may forever be 

with our LORD and live in peace together each day. 

May GOD bless us in this. And may GOD bless you. 

NEC BOB SHAPPELL SPEAKS 
IN FREMONT FOR 
MEMORIAL DAY 

Photo and article submitted by Bob Shappell 

Bob Shappell 

was the guest 

speaker for 

Memorial Day 

ceremonies at 

Fremont WI. 

After marching 

in the parade, 

he spoke at the 

local cemetery 

about how 

Memorial Day 

is the most 

personal of all 

holidays, and 

told the stories 

of three of his 

friends from 

the Air Force 

who gave their lives in service to their country  



LEGION SCHOLARSHIPS 

Miriam Hart won the Americanism Scholarship and was a 2024 Badger Girl. Miriam is a class of 2025 

graduate of Cedarburg High School. At CHS she made it a goal to get as involved with the school and community 

as possible and joined numerous clubs and volunteered over 200 hours. She was an active member in Student 

Council, Best Buddies, Girls and Sports Club, Kapco Student Leadership Team, Girls Varsity Basketball, and 

more. She helped plan events, fundraise, and obtained multiple leadership positions. She also volunteered with 

Mel's Charities, Mr. Bob's Under the Bridge, Cedarburg Basketball and more. These different opportunities 

helped give her a special high school experience and allowed her to connect with her community. Mirian will 

attend UW-Madison and study Industrial Engineering. She is extremely grateful for The American Legion's generous scholarship 

and will put the money to good use in college! 

Celine Kronstedt won the Lou Nichols Scholarship. She also won the Auxiliary Good Citizen Award. As 

reported in the last issue, Celine will attend UWïMadison in the fall where she will pursue her dream of 

becoming an attorney specializing in immigration law. During her time at Cedarburg High School, Celine was the 

President of the Debate Team, HOSA, and the Social Studies Team. Celine is an active member of the Ozaukee 

County League of Women Voters and is responsible for organizing a voting observation project for her youth 

group during the last election day. Additionally, while maintaining a 4.0+ GPA, Celine led the Walk4Water 

campaign at the high school. 

Charles Cain won the Armbruster Scholarship. Charles is graduating from Cedarburg High School. During his 

time at CHS, heôs kept busy with academics and sports like soccer and the swim team. He has also volunteered 

throughout the community, including The American Legion and Family Sharing. This fall, he will attend the 

United States Military Academy at West Point, where he plans to study War Studies, History, or International 

Affairs. Heôs excited to see what the future holds. 

Congratulations to these deserving students, and all the best wishes for the future! 
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DOUG DOWNEY DONATION 

Submitted by Kristin Burkart/Photos by Bob ñSkidò Skidmore 

Recently Doug Downey, a Post 288 member, donated three very 

special pieces of art to the Post. Doug served for 25 years as an 

Airman flying F-16s and the F117 Stealth. 

One piece is a painting of the USS Ronald Regan. The paint used for 

this piece contained dust from the World Trade Center/Ground 

Zero site. Another piece was a photograph of President George W. 

Bush addressing a joint session of Congress, the first session after 

9/11. There were enough of these photographs printed for all of 

Congress to have one, plus a handful of others, and now our Post is 

the recipient of one as well. 

The third piece is a painting called ñ6 seconds to liveò and the story behind it was outlined by General 

John Kelly in a speech to the Semper Fi Society on November 13, 2010. Iôd like to give you a brief 

synopsis of the meaning of the painting and why it is so special to us at the Post. 

On 22 April, 2008 in Ramadi Iraq, a Mercedes cargo truck filled with 2000 pounds of explosives was 

barreling through a jersey barrier serpentine, and the only thing standing between it and 150 innocent 

Americans and Iraqis was Marines Cpl. Jonathan Yale and Lance Cpl. Jordan Haerter. 

Allied Iraqi police manning the same post fired a few rounds, then ran for their lives. But Haerter and 

Yale planted their feet, squared their shoulders, pulled the butt stocks of their rifles into their shoulders and began to shoot. 

It took six seconds from the time the truck entered the serpentine until it detonated. The two Marines had six seconds to recognize 

the threat, decide what action they were going to take, and fire. And fire they did until the truck stopped and detonated, taking the 

lives of these young Marines, but not taking one other life. 

This is an exceptional painting that demonstrates the unthinkable bravery and sense of duty of two young Marines. 

You can read General Kellyôs full speech at: https://www.legion.org/information-center/news/magazine/2011/october/six-seconds

-to-live  



AUXILIARY NEWS 

MESSAGE FROM UNIT PRESIDENT CHRIS SKIDMORE 

Hello American Legion Family! 

As you read this newsletter we will be starting a new year for the Auxiliary. We say a 

sincere Thank You to some of our members who have been on our Executive Board 

for several years and are now stepping down. 

We also welcome the members who have stepped up to take their positions and look 

forward to digging in this fall with some new ideas. 

We will have the Fashion Show again this fall.  The date is already set for October 25, 

2025 so please Save the Date on your calendar. 

We also look forward to some Packer Parties and possibly a Craft Fair around the holidays. 

The annual Legion Chicken Roast is Sunday July 27, 2025 and the Auxiliary is asked to provide those 

delicious homemade desserts that they traditionally provide. A sign-up sheet will go out around the 

end of June so get out those cookbooks and secret family recipes and Ready, Seté..BAKE!!  

The Auxiliary was gifted several handmade drawstring bags made by a local church group. We 

contacted the Hoptel down at the VA in Milwaukee and asked if there is a need for these bags filled 

with just the basic necessities for those veterans who maybe werenôt 

prepared for an overnight stay. They said ABSOLUTELY!!! We had 

several donated items left over from the USO Special Delivery Baby 

Shower that we used to fill the bags and then will purchase the rest of 

the items. 

We will also participate again with the Wreaths Across America 

Organization. The date for this year is December 13, 2025. Our goal is 

to sponsor enough wreaths to cover the graves of all Veterans at 

Immanuel Cemetery and Zur Ruhe Cemetery here in Cedarburg (there 

are over 600 !!). This year we will participate in the Cash Back 

Program. For each sponsored wreath we will receive $5 back in cash 

from the organization that can be used for other Veteran programs. 

You can sponsor a wreath by using the QR code for the cemetery (at 

left) or by going online to: 

* www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/WI0099P for Zur Ruhe 

Cemetery, or 

* www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/WI0098P for Immanuel 

Cemetery. 

We also encourage you to come out to Immanuel Cemetery that day 

and join us for the ceremony and help us place the wreaths. 

As always we thank you for your support of the Cedarburg American 

Legion Auxiliary! Your dedication to helping our Veterans and 

Military families never ceases to amaze me!!! 

Yours in Service, Chris Skidmore, President 

Cedarburg American Legion Auxiliary 
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WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR THE 
FOLLOWING: 

* FALL CRAFT FAIR 

* PACKER PARTY 

* FALL FOOD DRIVE 

* FALL CONFERENCES 

* POPPY DISTRIBUTIONô 

* SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 

* POST CHRISTMAS PARTY 

* AND MORE! 



MAYOR SIGNS POPPY PROCLAMATION 

Article by Kris Gomez/Photos by Bob ñSkidò Skidmore 

Officials in Cedarburg recognized their poppy princesses at the May Cedarburg 

Common Council meeting.  

Poppy princesses represent The American Legion and The American Legion 

Auxiliary during many events such as parades, poppy distribution, and Honor 

Flight welcome home. The princesses help to bring awareness about the red 

poppy as a symbol to honor the fallen and support the living heroes who have 

worn our nationôs uniform. 

On Sept.27, 1920 the poppy became the official flower of The American Legion 

family to memorialize the soldiers who fought and died during the war. In 1924, the 

distribution of poppies became the national program of the American Legion Auxiliary. 

Mayor Pat Thome, along with this yearôs Senior 

Poppy Princess Taylor Sackett and Junior Poppy 

Princess Ila Larson, signed a proclamation declaring 

May, Poppy Month. Taylor and Ila are both members of Auxiliary Unit 288 in Cedarburg. They 

are the daughters of Terese Larson, Erik Larson, and Grant Sackett, and the granddaughters of 

Rick and Nancy Wallock. 

Several Legion and Auxiliary members distributed poppies in Cedarburg Friday May 23 and 

Saturday May 24. Distribution sites included Ottoôs, Piggly Wiggly, and Speedway (Super 

America). We encourage everyone to donate and wear the Memorial Poppy in May to pay 

tribute to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of freedom. 
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DEPARTMENT CHAPLAINôS RETREAT AT CAMP AMERICAN LEGION 

Information and photos submitted by Dennis Jaeger 

Department Chaplain Dennis Jaeger, Post 288 Chaplain 

P.J. Glavey, and Auxiliary Unit 288 Chaplain Mary Jaeger 

attended this event hosted by the Department's Religious 

Emphasis Committee. In all, 29 persons (including five 

women) attended this event May 30 through June 1. 

As State Chaplain, it was my job to officially welcome all to 

this retreat on Saturday afternoon. 

The new handicap cabins are completed. They are cabins 

1A and 1 B. They are the closest cabins to the main lodge. 

Mary and I were in Cabin 1A and Virgil Smith and his 

sister Sarah were in Cabin 1B. 

The retreat began on Friday night with Past Department Chaplain John Gessner presenting slides of his visit to the National WWI 

Museum. He showed slides of a Chaplain's exhibit from that war. John was the facilitator and main presenter for the retreat. He kept 

things moving along! He also led several sessions of How to Be an Effective Chaplain. 

We also had a session from the caretaker at Northwoods National Cemetery in Harshaw, WI. On Saturday afternoon we heard a 

presentation from a Gold Star father who was serving in Iraq 

when he was informed of his son's death, also in Iraq. 

To tour the camp, we used golf carts. That's how we saw the 

Gary Wetzel Memorial. On our camp tour we also saw cabins 

maintained by several Posts, including one sponsored by SAL 

Squadron 355 of Grafton. 

We learned that even though the Legion is "non-sectarian," 

you need to know your audience and that you can express your 

faith. 

Above: Junior Poppy Princess Ila 
Larson, Mayor Pat Thome, Senior 
Poppy Princess Taylor Sackett 

Left: Ila distributes poppies to 
council members 
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8TH ANNUAL SWEAT4VETS 

Article submitted by Sandy Mack/Photos 

submitted by Bob ñSkidò Skidmore 

Well, the 8th annual Sweat4Vets has now come 

and gone. The weather could have been nicer, 

but the walk was completed by many. This year's 

walk started at The American Legion Post in 

Grafton and ended at our Post in Cedarburg and was held on May 17th. This 

year's fundraising recipient is Vets Net which bridges a major gap in the 

veterans benefit system. We are hoping to provide them with a check at the 

beginning of July. We had 738 registrations, 575 actual walkers and 24 walk-

ins the day of event. Our next meeting is planned for August 6 when we will 

start planning for the 9th annual Sweat4Vets walk on May 16, 2026. Make 

sure you Save The Date. Thank you to all the Legion Family members who 

volunteered their time to make this event a success. We received great 

feedback. ñTogether We Can Make a Difference.ò 

Planning Team: Angie Dedlow, Maggie Geiger, Carolyn Halverson, Amy 

Luft, Sandy Mack, Doralee Piering and Ann Wissmueller. 

Many thanks to our sponsors. Gold Sponsors: Associated Bank, New Life Church, 

Oasis Senior Advisors Milwaukee. Red Sponsors: Aurora Medical Century Grafton 

Medical Staff, Cedarburg Lions Club Wisconsin. White Sponsor: American Legion 

Post 288 Cedarburg. Blue Sponsors: Tony Wendorf & Associates Realtors, Meiher, 

McFadden Painting LLC, Levy&Levy Attorneys at Law, The Bridge, Kettle Moraine 

Kitchen & Bath, Eernisse Funeral Home, Investment Center of Grafton, Rychtik 

Welding & Manufacturing Inc., KKomfort Heating & Cooling, Blainôs Farm & Fleet, 

Kaysen Realty Valuation Company, 

Sons of The American Legion 

Grafton #355. In-Kind Donors: 

Harbor Freight, D&D Cards & Gifts, 

Hampton Inn & Suites, Rebellion 

Brewing Co., Wyndrose Fine Jewelry, Stagecoach Inn, Redheads Tavern Grafton, AM Coffee, 

Hutch, Suburban Motors, The Hamilton, Village Pointe Commons, A&R Angermeier & Rogers 

LLP, Flyrite Tangle Free Flags, David A. Grisar DDS and Tyler M. Grisar DDS Grafton Dental 

Office. 

 

 

2025 Planning Team 
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HEADS UP! 

Here are some Auxiliary items you should be aware of: 

* ALA in the Know Conferences: 9/13 Beaver Dam; 9/20 Cumberland; 9/27 

Stoughton; 10/04 Loyal. Sign up: www.amlegionauxwi.org, select Programs. 

Click ALA in the Know; print, fill out and send registration form. Deadline 8/1. 

* Due to overwhelming requests for assistance, donations are needed to build up 

the funds in the Veterans & Family Emergency Assistance Fund. To donate, go 

to legion-aux.org, click on How We Serve, and choose AEF. 

LADIES WHO LUNCH 

The Cedarburg American Legion Auxiliary 

meets for lunch the 4th Tuesday of the month. 

It is an opportunity for us to share ideas, get to 

know each other better and develop 

friendships. Mary Garner sends out emails and 

is in charge of collecting the names of all who 

will attend. She will make the reservations for 

us. ALL auxiliary members are welcome and 

suggestions for places to lunch are also welcome!! 

TWO LIGHTS 

Submitted by Chris Skidmore 

The Wisconsin America 250 Commission called for all 

Wisconsinites to participate in the Two Lights for 

Tomorrow initiative on April 18, 2025. In April of 1775 an 

event sparked the War for Independence. A signal was sent 

from the North Church in Boston "One if by Land, Two if by 

Sea." To commemorate that night the 250 Commission 

asked all homes, community buildings, churches, American 

Legion Posts and businesses across the state to display two 

lights. These lights symbolize the spirit of Paul Revere's ride 

and remind us that the message of hope, unity and action is 

just as important today as it was then. 

The National American Legion's 250th Anniversary Ad Hoc 

Committee is working to engage communities at every level 

leading up to our nation's 250th birthday in 2026. For more 

information on how to get involved visit https://wisvets 

museum.com/america250 or the Legion.org website. 

This picture depicts the American Legion Auxiliary's 
support and representation of this event. It was put 
together by Kris Gomez and Chris Skidmore. 

USO SPECIAL DELIVERY SHOWER 

Submitted by Chris Skidmore 

Cedarburg ALA was proud to host this Springôs USO Special Delivery 

Baby Shower. The shower is held twice a year and is for Military 

moms who are either pregnant and due within the next six months or 

have delivered their child within the last six months. Emily Sokol and 

her team of volunteers from the USO provided all of the decorations, 

food and gifts for the moms and the babies. 

Ozaukee County Council members also sewed layettes and matching 

clutches. The clutches were filled at the Ozaukee County Council 

Spring Meeting with handy items for mom to have on hand when she 

is out with baby such as shampoo, conditioner, lotions, comb, 

notebook, pens, etc. Each of the Ozaukee County Units contributed 

to this project. Cedarburg ALA also donated two brand new Pack ôn 

Plays to raffle off at the shower and the American Legion donated the 

use of the post for the day. 

The moms all gathered around their table and had fun playing baby 

shower games and decorating onesies for their baby. The best part of 

all was watching them bond and share information with each other. 

You could tell right away that these ladies have a special kind of 

relationship. 

Cedarburg Auxiliary 

and Legion volunteers 

had fun helping them 

shop and carry their 

gifts out to their car at 

the end of the day. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Vets Coffee is 10AM 

every Thursday at Jimôs Grille   

1 Aglow 11AM/NO Aux 

Genl Mtg 

2 Marine Corp 

League 7PM/

US Army Air 

Corp est 1926 

3 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM/NO OZ County 

Council 

4 Ind Day/

Parade stepoff 

10AM 

5 

6 7 8 Legion Spaghetti 

Dinner 5PM & Genl 

Mtg 7PM/BSA835 7PM 

9  10 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM 

11  12  

13 Maxwell St 

Day 

14 NO Lions 15 Garden Club 6PM 16 Dept Conv 17 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM/Dept Conv 

18 NO Fish Fry/ 

Dept Conv 

19 Dept Conv 

20 Dept Conv 21 Aux Exec 

Board 6PM 

22 Interfaith Group 

11AM/Legion Exec Bd 

Mtg 7PM/BSA 835 

7PM/Aux 4th Tues 

lunch 

23 24 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM 

25 26 Rifle Sq 

10AM 

27 Chicken Roast 

11AM-5:30PM/

Korean War 

ended 1953 

28 NO Lions/

WWI began 1914 

29  30 31 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM 

1 Air Force Day 2 

3 4 US Coast Guard 

est 1790 

5 Aux Genl Mtg 6PM 

Social & 6:30PM 

Meeting 

6 Marine Corp 

League 7PM 

7 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM/NO OZ County 

Council/Purple Heart 

medal est 1782/Vietnam 

War begam 1964 

8 9 

10 11 NO Lions 12 Legion Genl Mtg 

7PM/BSA835 7PM  

13 14 Vets Coffee/BS/A836 

7PM/Japan Surrender 

1945/Natl Navaho Code 

Talkers Day 

15 Fish Fry 4PM-

8PM 

16 Natl 

Airborne Day 

17 18 Aux Exec 

Board 6PM 

19 Garden Club 6PM/

Natl Aviation Day 

20 21 Vets Coffee/BSA836 

7PM 

22 Natl Conv 23 Rifle 

Squad 10AM/ 

Natl Conv 

24 Natl Conv 25 Natl Conv/NO 

Lions 

26 Legion Exec Bd Mtg 

7PM/Interfaith Group 

11AM/BSA835 7PM/ 

Natl Conv/Womenôs 

Equality Day/Aux 4th 

Tues lunch 

27  Natl Conv 28  Vets Coffee/Natl 

Conv/BSA836 7PM 

29 30 

31 Maxwell St 

Day 

1 Labor Day 2 Aux Genl Mtg 6PM 

Social & 6:30PM 

Meeting/V-J Day 1945 

3 Marine Corp 

League 7PM 

4 Vets Coffee/Rotary 

11:30AM/BSA 836 

7PMOz County Council 

location TBD 

5 6 

7 8 NO Lions 9 Legion Genl Mtg 

7PM/BSA835 7PM 

10 USN Sea 

Cadet Corps 

incorp 1962 

11 Vets Coffee/Rotary 

11:30AM/BSA836 7PM/

Post 288 Patriot Day 

ceremony 7:30-10:30 

12 13 

14 Star Spangled 

Banner written 

1814 

15 Aux Exec Board 

6PM 

16 Garden Club 6PM 17 US Const 

appvd 1787 

18 Vets Coffee/Rotary 

11:30AM/BSA836 7PM/

USAF est 1947 

19 Fish Fry 4PM-

8PM/POW M IA 

Recog Day 

20 

21 22 Lions Club 

6PM Cocktails 

7PM Meeting 

23 Legion Exec Bd Mtg 

7PM/Interfaith Group 

11AM/BSA 835 7PM/ 

Aux 4th Tues lunch 

24 25 Vets Coffee/Rotary 

11:30AM/BSA836 7PM 

26 27 Rifle 

Squad 10AM 

28 Gold Star 

Motherôs Day 

29 30 
Remaining Maxwell Street Day:  October 5 

Auxiliary Fashion Show:  October 25 



EVENT CONTACTS 

Here is an easy reference to sign up for an event or be sure an event is still scheduled: 

Fish FryðBob Batty 414-491-8927/battyrs@gmail.com 

Hall RentalðJim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com 

Marine Corp League MeetingsðJim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com 

Maxwell Street Day ParkingðBrian Kjell 262-853-8009/bkjell@wi.rr.com 

Ozaukee County Council MeetingsðDennis Jaeger 262-277-6533/djaeger@wi.rr.com 

Post General MeetingðKristin Burkart 262-745-5934/kburkart08@gmail.com 

Rifle SquadðJerry Smith 262-377-6012/jsmith304@wi.rr.com 

Veterans CoffeeðDennis Jaeger 414-426-4774/djaeger@wi.rr.com 

POST 288 NEWSLETTER 

The Post 288 newsletter is now available on the website. 

Deadline for the October/November/December 2025 issue is September 15, 2025. Articles submitted after the deadline might not 

be included in the newsletter. Please submit photos at the highest resolution/actual size if at all possible. Submit photos and articles 

to Jan Batty at rbatty@wi.rr.com. Newsletter Editors: Jan and Bob Batty 

CEDARBURG 
POST 288 
IS ON 
FACEBOOK 

 

Check out the 

Post 288 Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/

AmericanLegionPeterWollner Post288 

THE USUAL DATES 

POST GENERAL MEETING 

Legion general meetings are the second Tuesday 

of each month and begin at 7:00 p.m. with a meal 

to follow. Free will offering toward the meal is 

encouraged. 

POST EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

Legion Executive Board meetings are the fourth 

Tuesday of each month and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

AUXILIARY GENERAL MEETING 

Auxiliary general meetings are the first Tuesday of 

each month. Social time begins at 6:00 p.m. and 

the meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. 

AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE BOARD 

MEETING 

Auxiliary executive board meetings are the third 

Monday of each month and begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Check calendar for any changes in schedule. 

FISH FRY 

Post 288 Fish Fry is the third Friday of every 

month. We begin seating guests at 3:45 p.m. and 

begin taking dinner orders at 4:00 p.m. We close 

no earlier than 8:00 p.m.; closing time depends 

upon attendance and/or if we run out of food. 

VETERANS COFFEE 

Veterans meet for coffee each Thursday at 10:00 

a.m. at Jimôs Grille, W63 N144 Washington 

Avenue, Cedarburg WI. 

Cedarburg American Legion 
Post 288 Newsletter 

 
PO Box 288 

W57N481 Hilbert Avenue 
Cedarburg, WI 53012 

 
www.cedarburglegion288.org 

 
262-377-9987 

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionPeterWollnerPost288
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