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Cedarburg Legionnaire
Commander’s Message
Hello American Legion Family! 

I hope you are all enjoying the start of summer and grateful for 
the sunny warm weather. I know we’ll spend family time up north 
cruising around the lake.

I want you to know how grateful I am for all of you! As I look back 
at over nine years with the post, I am thankful for the incredible 

friendships I have made. I have gotten to know and talk to so many phenomenal 
people. Being a member of the post and the people it’s brought into my life has 
been such a blessing. 

It’s easy to be overcome with gratitude when the warm sun is shining down on 
you. Many of us deal daily with aftermaths of our service and even when we’re 
greeted with the perfect day, life can still feel lonely and sad. I’ll admit that even 
though life has been great to me, I still have grey days. It helps to be around 
others who can relate to my experiences, and even if it’s not often talked about, to 
know that we were all in that place once. It just really brings comfort to me. 

Please know that despite the day you are having, you are always welcome, and 
you will always have a friend here. Being a member of our Post doesn’t mean you 
have to attend meetings or volunteer at all our events. You can simply socialize. 
Our local mission is to take care of our Veterans, including you. Remember that 
our post is the place you can go when you need some laughter, an Army vs. Navy 
jab or joke or just a little camaraderie. Simply by being a member you have helped 
us help other Veterans. So, thank you for being a member, and thanks for being a 
friend of mine. 

Our Memorial Day Parade and Remembrance ceremony went absolutely perfectly. 
The weather was great and the true meaning of the day was defi nitely recognized. 

On Labor Day weekend,  Post 288 will hold a family picnic for our Legion family 
members. Watch for more information. I’m excited to meet some of your families!

On September 11 at 7:30 a.m. we will hold a Remembrance Ceremony at the post.

May this summer bring multiple blessings, lots of laughter, and memories to last a 
lifetime. 

        Kristin

American Legion Family

DATES TO REMEMBER
July 4 - Independence Day. Transport to parade stepoff  leaves post by 9:00 a.m. 

July 26 - Chicken Roast 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

September 6 - Legion Family & Community Picnic 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

September 11 - Patriot Day Ceremony 7:30 a.m. at Veterans Park next to the post

Peter Wollner Post 288 W57 N481 Hilbert Avenue Cedarburg, WI 53012



Vietnam Display
Information and photo courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Steve Zahareas (Zippy) began Living History in late 2004 or 
early 2005 in honor of his late nephew Peter J. Giannapolis, 
KIA on November 11, 2004. Whenever Zippy is interviewed, he 
states that he prefers reenacting the Vietnam era. He says that 
all Vietnam vets did was answer the call to service like their 
fathers and uncles before them. Because Vietnam veterans 
were treated poorly on their return from service, Zippy feels 
that these reenactments are a way of giving back.

Zippy met Post 288 member Jerry Smith years ago at one of 
their WWII events in Saukville at Pioneer Village.

Due to prior commitments by reenactment members, there 
was a small display at Veterans Park on Memorial Day.

Left to right: Matt Miller, 27 years Army; Zak Miller; 
Braden Weiss; Seth Hegy (not in this unit but falls in 
sometimes to help out); Joe Messineo (currently Active 
Duty/Army); Marc Miller; Steve (Zippy) Zahareas, CO 
of Unit A332 5th SF Group Airborne (reenacted)

Memorial Day Parade
Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Representing Post 288 in the 2026 Cedarburg Memorial Day parade were 
members of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion, Auxiliary, 
Poppy Princesses and Legion Riders.

Musical units included the Cedarburg High School Marching Band, under 
the direction of Andrew Westgate and the Cedarburg Civic Band, under the 
direction of Kristine Morano.

Units supporting 
the parade 
include the 
Cedarburg 
Police and Fire 
Departments.

Many thanks to 
everyone who 
contributed to 
the parade. Above: Senior Poppy Princess Maylana 

Lee-Kelley, and Junior Poppy Princess 
Ellie Davis

Below: Legion Riders



Memorial Day Ceremony
Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Hazy skies made a perfect backdrop for the Post 288 Memorial Day ceremony. Master of 
Ceremonies and post member Eric Albrecht began with the call to order and the ceremony 
continued with the playing of To The Colors, a tradition since 1843, by Keith Mason. 

Eric welcomed honored veteran Thomas Ingram, a 36-year member of The American 
Legion who served in the Navy as an electrician on several aircraft carriers. He has also 
served as post commander and held other positions and has volunteered 
tirelessly over the years. Tom later placed the wreath at the fl ag memorial.

Laura Christenson, the wife of Kyle Christenson who is currently 
deployed, sang The Star-Spangled Banner, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by the Boy Scout troops.

In honor of COL Steve Leopold USA Ret who passed away earlier this 
year, Jerry Smith placed the POW-MIA cover on the empty chair.

Following National Emblem, played by the Cedarburg High School band 
and led by the drum majors, Post Commander Kristin Burkart welcomed 
all and thanked all participants, the community and those who sacrifi ced. 
Remember, honor and never forget.

Members representing the branches of the military performed the Fallen 
Soldier Battle Cross Ceremony, narrated by Bob Batty. Poppy princesses Maylana Lee-Kelley and Ellie Davis 
placed poppies in a basket as Auxiliary President Chris Skidmore read the names of Legion members who 
passed away during the past year.

Bob Kuenzi, a 14 year Honor Flight volunteer talked about Honor Flight and its six hubs in Wisconsin. This 
was followed by a fl ag folding ceremony carried out by Bernie Koehler, Jerry Gomez and Brian Kjell.

This Is My Country was performed by the Cedarburg Civic Band under the direction of Kristine Morano.

Our Keynote Speaker, Janet Radtke, MAJ USAFR, earned her nursing degree 
in 1976 at Alverno College and served as a C130 fl ight nurse and instructor. 
Janet’s message reminded us to honor the fallen who have sacrifi ced all. She 
acknowledged the groups in existence today, such as The American Legion, 
VFW, and scouting, who continue to serve the community, and she extended a 
special thank you to Jerry Smith who has organized the Memorial Day parade 
and ceremony for the last 15 years. She closed with the story of Michael Murphy, 
a U.S. Navy SEAL who posthumously was awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
actions during the War in Afghanistan.

This year’s ceremony concluded with a three-volley rifl e salute, playing of Taps 
by a Cedarburg High School band student and a closing prayer by post chaplain 
P.J. Glavey.



Post 288 Membership
From James A. Lee, 1st Vice/Membership

Greetings Legionnaires All! Post 288 thanks every 
member for paying their dues on time this year, 
and sometimes early! Outstanding news! We have 
attained 102.59% of our yearly goal, which is 322 
paid members, and now we are at 327 members. 
We have not been at 100% membership for many 
years, but not due to a lack of eff ort on the part of 
the Post members.

This year, with the help and eff ort from everyone, 
the Post was able to sign up 25 new members, 
which included two husband and wife members, 
as The American Legion is all about family. Plus 
we also signed up two brothers to join their 
brother Chris, who was already a member of our 
Post.

A friendly reminder to everyone that dues for the 
2027 membership year begin on July 1, 2026 and 
should be paid by January 1, 2027. If anyone has 
questions, please contact me at any time.

Post 288 Legion Member Recognition
Congratulations to the following Legionnaires who have achieved membership milestones. These members 
will be recognized at the Spaghetti Dinner at the next Legion meeting on July 14.

Fish Fry Update
During 2026, each Fish Fry fundraiser has been well attended. In some cases, we have exceeded our numbers 
and run out of some food items.

It’s always amazing how many people come to our Fish Fry for the fi rst time, or return after a length of time. 
We can tell because they ask for directions when they come in the door. On the way out we ask how their 
dinners were - so far no complaints other than the wait!

As always, many thanks to our tireless volunteers who unload the delivery truck a week before and put away 
the supplies, and those who start the fi nal prep a few days ahead of the event. On Fish Fry day there are those 
who set up the hall in the morning and others who work behind the scenes preparing the food. Final thanks to 
those working in the bar, hall and dining room until closing time.

5 Years: Rich Behling, John Elmendorf, Tony 
Gibowski, PJ Glavey, Douglas LaFave, Clarence 
Landowski Sr., Wayne Pipkorn, Richard Rytman, 
Fred Schmitz, Bob Schroeder Jr., Parker Shipley, 
Ronald Simon, Paul Toepfer

10 Years: Edmund Bruckner, Roger Burke, Susan 
Canney, Richard Dieff enbach, Mike Farrell II, 
Deborah Gabert, William Haselow, Michael Kuester, 
Jenna Lenski, Thomas Loos, Dale Mueller, Duane 
Robertson, Brian Roethle, Ray Ronchetti, Marc 
Schneider, Kevin Standlee, John Todd, Mark 
Vandyke

15 Years: Joel Diges, Thomas Golding, Louis Hefl e, 
William Lloyd, Stephen Olk, Jose Ortiz, Guy Poisson, 

Gerald Rusch, Jeff  Schoen, Mark Wittenberg, Dan 
Wundrock

20 Years: Dale Allen, Alfred Cesario, John Dorsha, 
Niel Filter, John McFadden

25 Years: Richard Brathovde, David Geuting, Robert 
Johnson

30 Years: Michael Kenney, Paul Kuche, Johnny Oates

35 Years: Gary Chudzinski

40 Years: John Dietz, James Lee, Charles Pretty, 
Gerald Russell, Ron Williquette

45 Years: Lyle Fries, Gerald Henke, Layton Olsen, 
John Schleifer

50 Years: Colin VanSluys

Post 288 Chicken Roast
Be sure to support the post and attend the Chicken 
Roast on July 26. 

You can eat in or purchase dinners to carry out.

Contact Deb Gabert if you would like to volunteer to 
help out 262-364-7553 or debgabert@gmail.com.



SAL & Legion Family,           

Summer is fi nally here. Another Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony is in the books. Jerry 
Smith did a great job as usual! Next year as Third Vice-Commander of our post, Eric Albrecht 
will be organizing this big event. Let’s give Eric our support by joining the Memorial Day 

Parade Committee. This committee meets once a month starting in March through May. 

The Sweat4Vets fundraiser was a huge success. The Cedarburg SAL Squadron 288 donated $500.00. Proceeds 
from this event went to Wisconsin Camp American Legion, benefi ting veterans.

We are proud of our Post members “Team Jaeger” for their annual participation in the MS Walk Milwaukee. 
The SAL has donated $300.00 for this worthy cause.

The Cedarburg July 4th parade is 7 days away (at this writing). Our Post is always proud to participate and 
lead this great parade. I hope you were able to celebrate America’s 250 Anniversary with your family and 
community. Now here are upcoming events/dates to remember.

Our Post 288 Spaghetti Dinner on 7/14 held prior to our July legion meeting.

Mark your calendars for these Maxwell St. dates; Sunday July 12th , Aug. 30th and Oct. 6th. Also, Wine & 
Harvest Festival on Sat 9/19 and Sun 9/20 Volunteers are needed to park cars! Call Brian Kjell to sign up!

Post 288 Chicken Roast on 7/26. Great food, great price. Bring family and friends!

Post 288 Legion Family Picnic 9/6. The public is invited for food, music and games 11am to 3pm. Bring the 
whole family.

Post 288 9/11 Ceremony. The public is invited. Please consider bringing your own lawn chair.

The S.A.L. 2027 membership campaign kicks off  in August. A big “Thank You” for 2026 in reaching 104% 
membership renewal. Please remember membership dues are $15.00.

  Thank You, Jerry Gomez (262-388-0406), S.A.L. Commander Post 288 Squadron

Legion Scholarships
Information from Jim Lee and Scholarship Awardees

The following Legion scholarships were presented at the Senior Awards Night at Cedarburg 
High School in May. Presenters were Commander Kristin Burkart and 1st Vice Commander 
James A. Lee.

Lou Nichols Scholarship: $2,000.00 to Eve Garey. Eve plans to major in biochemistry with 
the intent of becoming a dentist. Her interests include spending time with friends, painting, 
traveling, and baking. Her activities include working as a lifeguard and teaching swim lessons.

Robert Armbruster Scholarship: $2,000.00 to Jacob Scherzer. Jake will attend UW Madison 
for Mechanical Engineering. He loves baseball and any sport he can play with his friends. He 
owns a car detailing business and really enjoys working with new people.

Americanism Scholarship: $500.00 to Brielle Olk. At Cedarburg High School Brielle swam 
and played softball. She also participated in club softball for 6 years. She was in the CHS 
choral program all four years, two of which were in the top auditioned ensemble. Out of 
school, she enjoys playing guitar, camping, listening to music, being in nature, and hanging 
out with friends. Her father is a member of Post 288. In the fall, she will attend UW-La Crosse 
to major in Kinesiology on a Pre-Chiropractic track, potentially minoring in Business.

These awards are provided to the students after their fi rst semester grades are attained. The 
post requires an eight page application form which gathers information about the students’ 
grades, volunteering to veterans and the community, outside activities, sports and church and 
work record.

SAL Squadron Commander’s Message

Top to bottom: 
Eve Garey,
Jacob Scherzer, 
Brielle Olk



Sweat4Vets 2026
Article from Sandy Mack

Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Another successful year for the S4V’s 
walk which was held on May 16th. Total 
registered was 650 and 465 of them 
walked. Weather was beautiful. This year 
we started at the Cedarburg post and 
ended at the Grafton post, where food 
was served and Lenny Johnson (Nourish 
& Heal Foundation Inc.) graciously 
played music.

Thank you 
to the entire Cedarburg post family for assisting us in making this 
happen. We look forward to the 10th annual walk on May 15th, 2027, 
which will start at the Grafton post and end at the Cedarburg post.  
We will present a check in the amount of $32,800 to Camp American 
Legion.  The funds are being used to purchase a newer boat.

Once again thank you to everyone of you who participated.

Sweat4Vets Team: Sandy Mack, Amy Luft, Maggie Geiger, Carolyn 
Halverson, Ann Wissmueller

Before the Sweat4Vets Walk

Above: Maggie Geiger, Amy 
Luft & Sandy Mack

Below: Natalia King & Mary 
Jaeger

Right: Poppy Princesses Ellie Davis & Maylana Lee-Kelley 
greeted everyone as they gathered at the Cedarburg post

Below: Breakfast snacks at the Cedarburg post

Below right: Cassy & Lenny Johnson were waiting at the 
Grafton post with music for the walkers

Yellow Ribbon Project
Photo courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore / Article from Kris Gomez

Auxiliary Unit 288 displayed yellow ribbons in the park for our Memorial Day ceremony at the 
Post. As part of the Unit’s yellow ribbon project the ribbons were distributed to several businesses 
in and around our community as a visual message of hope and collective support for our deployed 
U.S. military.

Unit 288 of the Cedarburg American Legion Auxiliary encourages everyone to join us in 
supporting our troops by displaying ribbons or bows outside your home or business.
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Auxiliary Unit President’s Message
Greetings to my American Legion 
Family!

I am honored to share my fi rst 
offi  cial newsletter message as the new President of American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 288. I have big shoes to fi ll following Past 
President Chris Skidmore, whose leadership and dedication set a 
high standard for our Unit. With the support of our exceptional 

Executive Board and devoted Auxiliary members, I am confi dent we will continue 
the strong legacy of service and commitment established under Chris’s leadership.

A little about me: my eligibility for the Auxiliary comes through my father, QMCM 
(SS), who proudly served in the United States Navy for more than 30 years. He 
served in the Brown Water Navy (PBRs) in Vietnam from 1967–1971 and was a 
member of both The American Legion and the VFW. Military service is deeply 
rooted in my family history. One of my great-grandfathers served in the United 
States Army during World War I, and both of my grandfathers served in the United 
States Army—one during World War I and the other during World War II. My 
grandfather, who served during World War II, was also a member of The American 
Legion and the VFW. In honor of my father and grandfathers, I proudly volunteer 
with the USO and Stars & Stripes Honor Flight.

Our “Give 10 to Education” campaign begins August 1 and runs through September 
1. We encourage everyone to “Think 10” by donating items such as 10 pencils, 10 
notebooks, or other school supplies to support local Cedarburg schools. Donations 
can be dropped off  at the American Legion Post.

Supporting active-duty military members and their families remains one of our 
important missions. This year, we will continue supporting the USO through 
the creation of “Comfort Kits” for children of deployed service members. We are 
collecting donations of 2-gallon plastic bags with slider closures, fun stickers, 
colorful envelopes, and paper for children to write letters to their deployed parent, 
colorful pens, small plush toys, and small games. Donations will be accepted 
throughout the year. If you are interested in supporting this project, please contact 
us.

We are also looking forward to an exciting year ahead. Our Annual Fashion Show 
returns on October 24. Watch for upcoming ticket sale announcements and be sure 
to purchase tickets early, as this event has sold out every year.

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming events:

• July 4 – Cedarburg 4th of July Parade at 10:00 a.m.
• July 17–19 – Department Convention in Appleton
• August 4 – American Legion Auxiliary Meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Post
• August 28–September 3 – American Legion & American Legion Auxiliary 

National Convention in Kentucky
• September 1 – American Legion Auxiliary Meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the Post
• September 6 – Legion Family Day at the Post
• September 11 – Patriots Day
• September 12 – Honor Flight

I look forward to seeing you at the Post soon.

   In service, not self, Natalia



Mothers Day Basket
Article by Chris Skidmore
Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

The winner of the Mother’s Day Raffl  e sponsored 
by the Cedarburg American Legion Auxiliary is 
Kristen Klug!! This was especially nice because 
Kristen plans to share “some” of her winnings with 
her son Alex and his fi ancé Julie who are getting 
married soon! This will help them set up their new 
apartment!!

Congratulations to all!!!

Books to Boots Honors
Article and photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Auxiliary Unit 288 hosted its annual “Books to Boots” program on the 
evening of May 13, 2026, bringing together members of The American 
Legion Family, local students, and military families for a meaningful 
community celebration. The event, which included an informal dinner 
hosted by the Auxiliary, recognized seven Cedarburg High School 
seniors who will soon begin military service. Each student received a 
certifi cate of recognition from both the Auxiliary and Legion in honor 
of their commitment to serve the nation. 

The students honored during the ceremony included: 

• Miles Bowen – Air Force 

• Maxwell Guehrer – Army National Guard 

• Addison Milam – Air Force Academy 

• Ethan Nelson – Navy 

• Johnston Osowski – Army National Guard 

• Roman Pulito – Army National Guard 

• Jonathan Reams – Army National Guard 

Auxiliary members present included President Chris Skidmore and 
1st Vice President Barb Frank. The Legion was well represented by 1st 
Vice Commander Jim Lee and 2nd Vice Commander Debbie Gabert. 
The Sons of the American Legion representation included Squadron 
Commander Jerry Gomez and Lenny Johnson (one of the founders of 
the “Nourish and Heal Foundation”).

As part of the ceremony, families of these students were presented 
with Blue Star Banners. During the ceremony, Bob Shappell shared the 
history and signifi cance of the Blue Star banner tradition.

Certifi cates were awarded on behalf of the Auxiliary by President Chris Skidmore. Certifi cates of recognition 
on behalf of the Legion were then presented by dual member, Legion NEC and Department National Security 
Chair, Bob Shappell, along with dual member 2nd Vice Commander Debbie Gabert. The evening highlighted 
the continued support provided by The American Legion Family to those who serve their country. 

Auxiliary 2nd Vice President Natalia King stated that, “The Unit 288 Auxiliary members are proud and excited 
to continue hosting the ‘Books to Boots’ program each year as a way to honor local students who are entering 
the military service and support the families who stand beside them during their journey of service.”

Above: Ethan Nelson and his parents

Below: Johnston Osowski and his parents



USO - Special Delivery
Article by Chris Skidmore & Natalia King/Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

We were honored to host the annual USO Wisconsin Special Delivery Baby Shower 
at the American Legion Peter Wollner Post 288. It was a heartwarming celebration 
of the military families who sacrifi ce so much in service to our nation.

Five moms and moms-to-be joined us, accompanied by proud husbands, sisters, 
and friends. One expectant mother who planned to attend had an even more 
exciting reason to miss the event—she was busy welcoming her new baby into the 
world! Together with the USO, we were thrilled to help create a memorable day for 
both moms and babies.

Our youngest guest was just two months old, and we were especially proud to 
welcome a military family stationed here all the way from Puerto Rico. Their 
presence was a reminder of the diverse and dedicated families who help keep 
America strong.

A special thank you goes to Nourish & Heal Foundation Inc., with SAL member Lennie Johnson and his wife, 
ALA member Cassie Johnson, for providing a wonderful brunch for our guests. Their generosity helped make 
the day even more special.

Families had the opportunity to select from an incredible assortment of gifts, including a wagon, baby 
bathtub, toys, and many other essentials. We are deeply grateful to American Legion Auxiliary Unit 470 - 
Saukville for their handmade blankets, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 432 - Cambria for baby blankets and 
hats, and American Legion Auxiliary Unit 410 - Fredonia for the beautiful handmade layettes and personal 
care packs for moms.

Days like this remind us that 
supporting our military families is 
one of the most meaningful ways 
we can serve our country. It was a 
joyful, patriotic celebration fi lled 
with generosity, gratitude, and 
community spirit.

What an unforgettable day!

2026-2027 Auxiliary Offi  cers
Photo courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Your 2026-2027 Auxiliary Offi  cers have been 
elected and are already hard at work!

Left to right: Chris Skidmore, Historian/
Executive Board; Mary Byrum, Chaplain; 
Bob Shappell - Parliamentarian; Barb Frank, 
1st Vice President; Natalia Genovesi-King - 
President; Cindy Curley - Asst Sgt at Arms; 
Cassy Johnson - Sgt at Arms; Shirley Krier 
(front) - 2nd Vice President; Mary Garner 
- Treasurer; Sandy Mack - Secretary; Carol 
Szudrowitz - Executive Board; Maggie Geiger - 
Executive Board



2026-2027 Poppy Princesses
Articles by Kris Gomez
Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore

Unit 288 Announces 2026-2027 Poppy Princesses
ALA Unit 288 is excited to announce the selection of Maylanna 
Lee-Kelley and Ellie Davis as our senior and junior Poppy 
Princesses for the upcoming year. They will represent the Unit 
in several Unit, Legion, and community events.

These young ladies are junior members of Unit 288 and come 
from a long line of Post 288 Legion family members. Their 
crowning was held on April 7th at the regular Unit meeting. The girls were crowned 
by outgoing Princesses Taylor Sackett and Ila Larson. Pictured with Maylanna is her 
father Brian Lee and her grandfather Jim Lee. Standing with Ellie is her mother Rianna 
Badem, and her grandfather Gary Badem. We are very proud to have Maylanna and Ellie 
representing Unit 288.

Our thanks to Taylor and Ila for graciously representing the Unit 288 in many events 
over the last year.

Councilman Signs Poppy Proclamation
On May 11, 2026 Cedarburg Council President 
Bob Simpson, along with this years Senior 
Poppy Princess Maylana Lee-Kelley and 
Junior Poppy Princess Ellie Davis, signed the 
proclamation declaring May 2026 Poppy Month. 

ALA Poppy Distribution 2026
Princess Ellie Davis and mom Rianna Badem 
distributed poppies and promoted the national 
poppy program on National Poppy Day May 
22nd.

Honor Flight
Princess Ellie Davis helped welcome Veterans returning home from Washington D.C. 
on the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight.

County Offi  cer Installation and Awards Night
Information from Natalia King and Bob “Skid” Skidmore/Photos by Bob 
“Skid” Skidmore

Post 288’s new Auxiliary President Natalia King fi lled in for Maggie 
Geiger as MC of the Auxiliary’s portion of the June 26 evening events.

Outgoing Unit 288 President Chris Skidmore was voted 2025-2026 
Ozaukee County Member of the Year. Her nomination states that since 
joining the Auxiliary 12 years ago, she has strengthened both the unit 
and our community through tireless service. Under her leadership, 
Wreaths Across America has grown substantially, increasing the number 
of wreaths placed on veterans’ graves each year and ensuring their 
sacrifi ces are honored. We thank her for her extraordinary service. 

American Legion Auxiliary Ozaukee County Council Teacher of the Year Award was 
presented to Tony Navarre of Homestead High School. He serves as Learning Support Coordinator after 
beginning his career as a special education teacher in 2006. After overcoming leukemia and a life-saving bone 
marrow transplant, he returned to education with an even deeper commitment to serving others, using his 
personal journey to inspire students and colleagues alike.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Vets Coff ee 10AM every Thursday at Jim’s Grille
Auxiliary 4th Tuesday Lunch - contact Mary Garner

1 Marine Corp
League 7PM

2 BSA836 7PM/
US Army Air 
Corp est 1926

3 4 Independence 
Day

5 6 7 Aux Genl Mtg 
6PM Soc &
6:30PM Meeting

8 9 BSA836 7PM 10 11

12 Maxwell St 
Day

13 14 Legion Genl 
Mtg 7PM Spa-
ghetti Dinner/
BSA835 7PM

15 Dept Conv 16 Dept Conv/
BSA836 7PM

17 NO FISH 
FRY/Dept Conv

18 Dept Conv

19 Dept Conv 20 21 Garden Club 
6PM

22 23 BSA836 7PM 24 25

26 Post Chicken 
Roast 11AM-
5:30PM

27 Korean War 
ended 1953

28 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion 
Exec Bd
Mtg 7PM/BSA835 
7PM/WWI began

29 30 BSA836 7PM 31 1 Air Force Day

2 3 4 Aux Genl Mtg 
5:30PM Soc & 
6:30PM Meeting/
US Coast Gd 1790

5 Marine Corp
League 7PM

6 BSA836 7PM 7 Purple Heart 
Medal est 1782/
Vietnam War 
began 1964

8 Natl Cdr visits 
Post 288

9 10 11 Legion Genl 
Mtg 7PM/BSA835 
7PM

12 13 BSA836 7PM 14 Japan sur-
render & end of 
WWII 1945

15

16 National 
Airborne Day

17 18 Garden Club 
6PM

19 National 
Aviation Day

20 BSA836 7PM 21 Fish Fry 
4PM-8PM

22

23 24 25 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion 
Exec Bd Mtg 
7PM/BSA835 
7PM

26 27 BSA836 7PM 28 Natl Conv 29 Natl Conv

30 Maxwell St 
Day/Natl Conv

31 Natl Conv 1 Aux Genl Mtg 
6PM Soc & 
6:30PM Meeting/ 
Natl Conv

2 Natl Conv/ 
Marine Corp
League 7PM/
Japan signed 
surrender 1945

3 Oz County 
Council/Rotary 
1:30AM/BSA836 
7PM/ Natl Conv

4 5

6 Maxwell St 
Day/Legion 
Fam & Comm 
picnic 11-3PM

7 Labor Day 8 Legion Genl 
Mtg 7PM/BSA835 
7PM

9 10 Rotary 
1:30AM /
BSA836 7PM

11 Patriot Day/
Post 9/11 Cer 
7:30AM/Rosh 
Hashanah 
begins

12 Honor Flight

13 Grandpar-
ents Day

14 Star Spangled 
Banner written 
1814

15 Garden Club 
6PM

16 17 Rotary 
1:30AM /
BSA836 7PM/
US Constitution 
approved 1787

18 Fish Fry 
4PM-8PM/ 
POW-MIA Rec-
og Day/US Air 
Force est 1947

19 Strawberry 
Fest

20 Yom Kippur 
begins/Straw 
berry Fest

21 22 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion 
Exec Bd Mtg 
7PM/BSA835 
7PM/Autumn beg

23 24 Rotary 
1:30AM/BSA836 
7PM

25 26

27 Gold Star 
Mothers Day

28 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

29 30 Maxwell Street Day - October 6
Auxiliary Fashion Show - October 24

Army/Navy Game - December 12
Wreaths Across America - December 19

POST 288 CALENDAR FOR JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2026
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THE USUAL DATES
POST GENERAL MEETING
Legion general meetings are the 
second Tuesday of each month and 
begin at 7:00 p.m. with a meal to 
follow. Free will off ering toward the 
meal is encouraged.

POST EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING
Legion Executive Board meetings 
are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month and begin at 7:00 p.m.

AUXILIARY GENERAL 
MEETING
Auxiliary general meetings are the 
fi rst Tuesday of each month. Social 
time begins at 6:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING
Auxiliary executive board meetings 
are the third Monday of each month 
and begin at 6:00 p.m.

Check calendar for any changes in 
schedule.

FISH FRY
Post 288 Fish Fry is the 3rd Friday 
of every month. We begin seating 
guests at 3:45 p.m. and begin taking 
dinner orders at 4:00 p.m. We close 
no earlier than 8:00 p.m. Closing 
time depends upon attendance 
and/or if we run out of food.

VETERANS COFFEE
Veterans meet for coff ee each 
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at Jim’s 
Grille, W63 N144 Washington 
Avenue, Cedarburg WI.

EVENT CONTACTS
Fish Fry—Bob Batty 414-491-8927/battyrs@gmail.com
Hall Rental—Jim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com
Marine Corp League Meetings—Jim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com
Maxwell Street Day Parking—Brian Kjell 262-853-8009/bkjell@wi.rr.com
Ozaukee County Council Meetings—Dennis Jaeger 262-277-6533/djaeger@wi.rr.com
Post General Meeting—Kristin Burkart 262-745-5934/kburkart08@gmail.com
Rifl e Squad—Jerry Smith 262-377-6012/jsmith304@wi.rr.com
Veterans Coff ee—Dennis Jaeger 414-426-4774/djaeger@wi.rr.com

POST 288 NEWSLETTER
The Post 288 newsletter is now available on the website. Deadline for the October/November/December 2026 issue is 
September 15, 2026. Articles submitted after the deadline might not be included in the newsletter. Please submit photos 
at the highest resolution/actual size if at all possible. Submit photos and articles to Jan Batty at rbatty@wi.rr.com. 
Newsletter Editors: Jan and Bob Batty

Bits & Pieces

Above: On Memorial Day Bob Shappell was the 
speaker at ceremonies held at the Friesland Fire 
Department and Cambria High School.

Left: Unit 288 was proud to sponsor a vehicle in the 
Memorial Day parade honoring Women Veterans.  Several 
women from Post 288 were able to participate on the fl oat 
driven by Coach Collins.

BADGER BOYS STATE

Left: BBS Chairman of the Board Bob Batty closes the 
2026 session held at UW Eau Claire.

Bob Batty and Bob Shappell volunteered at BBS.

Cedarburg High School sent six boys to BBS: Lukas 
Bridger, Matthew Dunphy, Gunnar Eden, Thomas Nye, 
Dennis Ovod,  and Samuel Young. We hope to hear 
from some of them in our next newsletter.

BADGER GIRLS STATE

Shirley Krier volunteered at BGS.

Although no girls from Cedarburg High School 
attended this year, we were able to sponsor a girl from 
Milwaukee.


