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Cedarburg Legionnaire
Commander’s Message
Hello American Legion Family!

What a busy third quarter we’ve had at Post 288! As we wrap up 
another summer, I want to take a moment to recognize the many 
individuals who continue to give their time and talents to our Post 
and community.

First, a sincere thank you to Tom Mesalk and our entire parking crew 
for another successful Maxwell Street Days season. The countless hours spent 
coordinating and working these events do not go unnoticed. Your dedication helps 
make this important fundraiser possible, and I am grateful for each of you.

Our annual summer family picnic also brought members, families, and friends 
together for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. While attendance may not have 
been quite what we hoped for, our volunteers certainly did not disappoint! Thank 
you to everyone who helped make the day possible, all while battling what seemed 
like an endless army of bees!

I would also like to thank everyone who participated in and attended our 
September 11th Remembrance Ceremony. This year marked the 25th anniversary 
of a day that forever changed our nation. It was a beautiful morning to gather as a 
community, honor the lives lost, recognize the extraordinary courage of our fi rst 
responders, and refl ect on the unity and patriotism that followed that tragic day.

As we look ahead to November, I encourage our members to participate in one of 
my favorite traditions: our Veterans Day parade and school ceremonies. Children 
& Youth is one of the four pillars of the American Legion, and our involvement 
with Webster Middle School and First Immanuel Lutheran School is a wonderful 
example of that commitment in action.

These students and their teachers put an incredible amount of eff ort into honoring 
our veterans. With the support of the Cedarburg Police Department and City staff , 
our Veterans Day parade has become a remarkable community tradition. If you 
have never participated in the parade or attended one of the school ceremonies, 
I strongly encourage you to join us this year. Your presence means more to these 
young people than you may realize.

continued on next page

American Legion Family

NOVEMBER 11, 2026 - VETERANS DAY SCHEDULE
8:00 a.m. Line up at Fireman’s Park for parade
10:15 a.m. Program at Webster Middle School
Veterans drive-through lunch at Post 288
1:00 p.m. Program at First Immanuel Lutheran School

Peter Wollner Post 288 W57 N481 Hilbert Avenue Cedarburg, WI 53012



National Commander Visit
On August 8, 2026, The American Legion National Commander Dan K. Wiley and his wife Sonia visited Post 
288. This visit was the last department they visited before the national convention.

Commander Wiley received a warm reception from many members of the Post 288 Legion Family.

Above left: Past Post 288 Commanders pose with the National Commander. Left to right, Tom Ingram, Jim Lee, Bob Shappell, Kristin 
Burkart, National Commander Dan K. Wiley, Dennis Jaeger and Bob Batty.

Above right: National Commander Dan K. Wiley, Post 288 Junior Poppy Princess Ellie Davis and her mother Rianna Badem.

Commander’s Message
continued from front page

Finally, as we move into the fourth quarter and the colder months approach, I want to remind everyone of the 
importance of taking care of ourselves and one another. The shorter days and holiday season can be diffi  cult 
for many, and it becomes all too easy to lose touch with the people around us.

Staying connected matters. Whether it’s attending a Post event, volunteering, or simply reaching out to a 
fellow Legionnaire you haven’t seen in a while, those small connections can make a tremendous diff erence. 
Taking care of our mental and physical health is important year-round, but especially during the months 
ahead.

Take a look at our upcoming calendar of events and fi nd an opportunity to join us. We would love to see you!

Thank you for all you do for our Post, our veterans, and our community. I am proud to serve alongside you.

Kristin Burkart, Commander
Peter Wollner Post 288

Left: Post 
288 Auxiliary 
President 
Natalia 
Genovesi-
King, National 
Commander 
Dan K. Wiley, 
Post 288 
Commander 
Kristin 
Burkart and 
Post 288 SAL 
Commander 
Jerry Gomez.

Above right: Sonia Wiley, NEC Bob Shappell, Kristin Burkart and Dan K. 
Wiley share a  joke.

Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore



Independence Day 2026
The American Legion Family from Post 288 was visible in this year’s 
Independence Day parade. Photos courtesy of Bob “Skid” Skidmore.

Upper left: 
Legionnaires led the 
parade.

Upper right: Nancy 
Wallock and Shirley 
Krier carry the 
banner.

Left: Senior Poppy 
Princess Maylana Lee 
Kelley and Junior 
Poppy Princess Ellie 
Davis.

Right: Auxiliary 
members ride in the 
wagon towed by a 
pickup truck.

Curly and Janet ride in 
style.

Jim Lee and Mickey 
Schneider on the back 
of the Post 288 golf 
cart.

All auxiliary parade 
participants gathered 
for a group photo.

Membership
Submitted by Jim Lee, 1st Vice Commander

2026-2027 membership fees are due. The 
membership year begins July 1, 2026 and ends 
June 30, 2027. We currently are at 66.87% of 
paid members so far. This means that 222 Post 
members have submitted their dues so far. Our 
membership goal is 332 members.

The Post’s goal is to have all membership dues 
submitted prior to the end of the calendar year.

Many thanks to those members who have 
already paid their dues and to those who will be 
submitting their dues shortly.

Also, a special “Great Job!” to every single 
member for the past membership year, as our 
Post was at 102.6% membership.

Remember, your dues help support all the 
legion programs designed to help veterans, 
children and youth, and the defense of the 
country.

Thank you for being a veteran and a legionnaire 
still helping veterans. God bless you and God 
bless America.



Army vs. Navy Game - Legion Family is Invited!
Submitted by Natalia Genovesi-King

Join us Saturday, December 12, 2026, at American Legion Post 288 for one of 
America’s greatest football traditions. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., with kickoff  at 
2:00 p.m. For just $10.00 at the door, enjoy food, Miller Lite, football, fellowship, 
and a door prize raffl  e. Bring your Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, SAL 
members, veterans, families, and friends for an afternoon of good times and great 
camaraderie. The Cedarburg Community is welcome to attend and cheer on their 
team!

And, of course, there’s the Army–Navy rivalry! Whether you’re cheering for the 
Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, or Coast Guard—or simply cheering for a good 
game—come prepared for some friendly bragging rights!

SCORE A JERSEY — SUPPORT OUR HEROES!

Don’t forget your $10.00 Jersey Raffl  e Ticket for a chance to win your choice of 
one of these football jerseys: ARMY • MARINES • NAVY • AIR FORCE. You do not 
have to be present to win! Tickets are available during the October and November 
Fish Frys, on Game Day, or from an ALA member. Proceeds support active-duty 
servicemembers, their families, and veterans.

Grab your friends, wear your team colors, bring your Legion Family spirit, and join us for America’s Game!

Convention News
Submitted by Natalia Genovesi-King

What an incredible year for American Legion Auxiliary Unit 288! We are proud to 
celebrate some outstanding accomplishments and recognition earned by our Unit and its 
amazing members.

Department Convention
At the Department of Wisconsin Convention, Unit 288 received the President’s Award 
for Excellence and the Department National Security Program of the Year Award. These 
honors refl ect the dedication, teamwork, and commitment our members bring to the ALA 
and the veterans and communities we serve. And the recognition continued with Unit 288 
members stepping into important leadership roles:

• Maggie Geiger: Selected as Wisconsin’s nominee for the ALA Central Division 2027–
2028 Vice President.

• Natalia Genovesi King: Appointed ALA Department National Security Chair.
• Sandy Mack: Elected ALA Department Historian and appointed the Department “ALA In the Know” Chair.
• Bob Shappell: Appointed ALA Department Leadership Chair.

National Convention
Our Unit was also proudly represented at the 
ALA National Convention. The Department 
of Wisconsin Public Relations Program, 
led by Chairperson Natalia Genovesi-King 
with committee members Jenna Smith, 
Julie Deleeuw, and Bob Shappell, all 
members of Unit 288, received the ALA 
Outstanding Public Relations Program 
Department Award for the Central Division. These accomplishments are something for every member of Unit 
288 to celebrate. They demonstrate what can happen when dedicated people come together with a shared 
commitment to Serving Veterans, Supporting Their Families, and Strengthening Our Communities.

Congratulations to all of our award recipients and leaders! Unit 288 has plenty to be proud of—and we’re just 
getting started!



SAL & Legion Family,           

I hope everyone had a nice summer. It really is a busy time for most of us. Thanks to everyone 
who helped with our 2026 Legion Family Picnic on 9/6. Our 9/11 commemorative service had 
a great turnout. This is a great way to refl ect and remember the lives lost and the courage of the 

fi rst responders.

The SAL is happy to report donations made to some deserving organizations. The Walk: MS Milwaukee is an 
annual fundraiser to support MS research. Funds raised help and empower people aff ected by MS live the best 
life they can. Squadron 288 donated $300.00 in the name of Team Jaeger who participated in this 2026 fund 
raiser. Our ALA Unit 288 will be putting together 300 Comfort Kits for the USO on October 17. These Comfort 
Kits will be given to the children of deployed service members. Squadron 288 was happy to donate $100.00 
for school supplies.  A big Thank You to our Auxiliary and local USO for organizing this event.

Thanks to the following volunteers who helped park cars at the post for Summer Sounds: Chuck Langford, 
Keith Mason, Gary Zaff ke and Jeff  Toma.

Cedarburg hosts one more Maxwell Street Day on 10/4; help our post park cars. Two shifts, 5:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. See Brian Kjell to volunteer. On Veterans Day 11/11, remember to thank a 
veteran for their service. Our Post annual Holiday Party is on Dec. 5 at 5:00 p.m. $25.00 per person. On Dec. 
12th our post hosts the annual Army-Navy game. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., $10.00 per person.

The SAL 2025 membership campaign is in full swing. Please see me at our legion meetings every second 
Tuesday of the month to renew your membership. Dues are $15.00. You can also mail me a check made out 
to Peter Wollner Post 288 Squadron. My address is 182 Highview Drive, Cedarburg, WI 53012. I would like to 
wish everyone a beautiful fall and warm winter.

   Thank You, Jerry Gomez (262-388-0406) S.A.L. Commander Post 288 Squadron  

SAL Squadron Commander’s Message

American Legion College
Information from Natalia Genovesi-King

Your Wisconsin American Legion College returns with a slate of fall courses that will lead to you earn the WI 
Legion College graduate pin - and becoming a more eff ective leader and member in our Legion Family.

Yes, all Legion Family members are eligible to attend our college courses. 
The Wisconsin ALA has 38 graduates, including fi ve in the last year. Note 
the incentive for early enrollment!

The course line-up is:

• Basic Course – Sep 19-20: 9:00 a.m. to noon both days
• Basic Course – Sep 23-24: 6:00-9:00 p.m. each night
• Intermediate Course – Oct 14-15: 6:00-9:00 p.m. each night
• Intermediate Course – Oct 31-Nov 1: 9:00 a.m. to noon both days
• Advanced Course – Nov 7-8: 9:00 a.m. to noon (2nd day longer)
• Advanced Course – Dec 9-10: 6:00-9:00 p.m. (2nd night longer)

Please follow the Wisconsin American Legion College Facebook page, 
the WI Legion Family Facebook page, and the Department website for 
announcements.

Cost to attend is $15.00 per course. Sign up on the Department website at 
https://wilegion.org/legion-college

Questions? Contact Bob Shappell, Dean of the College, at wilegioncollege@gmail.com.

Here’s a great deal for those who enroll early! Be the fi rst from your district to sign up for the Basic Course 
and earn a Dean’s Scholarship, which means your $15.00 tuition will be refunded. This applies to the fi rst 
Legionnaire, the fi rst ALA member, and the fi rst SAL member from each district.



Badger Boys State 2026
This year fi ve boys from Cedarburg were sponsored to go to Badger Boys State. We caught up with two of them 
to learn about their experiences.

Dennis Ovod was expecting a government simulation 
on government roles and leadership which involves giving 
speeches. His older brother Andriy Ovod gave him a 
rundown beforehand. As a result, Badger Boys was pretty 
much what he expected and what the YouTube videos 
looked like. Dennis was surprised, though, by how much 
passion and excitement all the students themselves and the 
counselors had.

Dennis was the State Representative for his county in 
which only two people were elected by his own county. He 
represented his county and got ideas/laws across that were 
transferred over to the senate. He had also been a part of 
constant debate where all the state-reps met. He met new 
friends, formed new connections, and learned the value of 
a variety of things like leadership and integrity.

The highlight of his week was defi nitely the moments 
where he was able to fi nd and connect with his friends from Cedarburg that were also a part of the program. 
They were able to share their experiences and involve themselves in a variety of diff erent activities together.

At CHS, Dennis is Co-President of Fashion Club. He was on Student Council his junior year but unfortunately 
did not get nominated again for his Senior year. At the same time, he’s a part of the Student Community 
Leadership team in which events like Mel’s Charity Dance and Homecoming, are organized. Furthermore, he 
is involved in Varisty soccer and has played for the North Shore A Team Select for over four years. He tutors 
at Westlawn School for a Ukrainian student who is struggling with his English skills. He works two jobs; one 
at the Feedmill and one at Real Health and Fitness His church, Saint Michael’s in Milwaukee, takes part in 
Strawberry Festival and they exemplify their culture and Ukrainian Dancing.

In the future he may want to be involved in the counselling of Badger Boys State with his friends. His overall 
plans are to carry over the values he learned at BBS into his everyday and  future life.

Gunnar Eden did not know what to expect. All he knew was that it was like a “government/civics” camp. 
BBS was very diff erent from what he expected (in a good way). It was more than just a civics camp, it was 
a great opportunity to try new things like running for offi  ce and it was also a great experience to meet new 
people and make new friends. Before BBS, he wasn’t sure if he was going to like it or not. But he’s glad he went 
because it was more fun than he expected.

During his week at BBS, Gunnar participated in municipal elections. He ran 
for City Council Member and won. Later in the week, spots opened up and he 
became the City of Barstow’s Municipal Judge. During his week at BBS, he also 
participated in a Law Class and took a mock bar exam at the end of the week 
and passed. He also attended a class about conspiracy theories in America, and 
attended multiple lawsuits that were happening in his county. The highlight of 
his week at BBS was meeting a lot of new people and making friendships that 
he’s kept after leaving BBS.

At Cedarburg High School, Gunnar is involved in the Environmental Club 
which includes a lot of volunteering at nature preserves. He has volunteered 
regularly for the past three years within the community; over 150+ hours 
at Mel’s Charities, Cedarburg Art Museum, Port Washington Food Pantry, 
Midwest BBQ Outreach, and more.

Gunnar plans to attend a four-year college and study business and political 
science/public policy. His goals for the future are to start a successful business 
or to run for public offi  ce.

Dennis Ovod is in the back row, third from the right.

Gunnar Eden and BBS volunteer 
and American Legion member Steve 
DuBois.
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Auxiliary Unit President’s Message
Dear American Legion 

Family and Friends,

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 288 
kicked off  the 2026–2027 membership 
year on August 4, 2026, with a wonderful General Meeting fi lled 
with fellowship, inspiration, and excitement for the year ahead. It 
was great to see so many members come together as we continue 

our mission of serving veterans, military members, their families, and our 
community.

We were especially honored to welcome 
Past American Legion Auxiliary Department 
President Sue Hembrook, who currently 
serves as the Department Poppy Shop 
Director. Sue shared valuable information 
about the Poppy Shop, answered questions 
about the Poppy Program, and reminded 
members of the importance of the poppy 
as a symbol of remembrance, sacrifi ce, and 
continued support for our veterans. We sincerely thank Sue for taking the time to 
join us and share her knowledge and passion for this meaningful program. Her 
dedication to the American Legion Auxiliary mission continues to inspire members 
across the Department, and we appreciate her helping Unit 288 prepare for another 
successful year of honoring our veterans.

We were also pleased to welcome Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron 288 Commander Jerry Gomez, who 
off ered greetings and shared his excitement about working 
together as one American Legion Family.

We appreciate the continued partnership and look forward 
to accomplishing great things together throughout the 
coming year.

A special thank you goes to Past American Legion Auxiliary 
Department National Security Chairman 
Bob Shappell and the Nourish & Heal 

Foundation for providing the delicious catered meal before 
our meeting. This meal was part of the recognition received by 
Unit 288 for being named the recipient of The American Legion 
Auxiliary Department National Security Program of the Year 
Award. We are grateful for this honor and for everyone who 
contributed to the success of our National Security program.

As we begin this new membership year, Unit 288 is excited for the opportunities 
ahead and remains committed to serving with purpose, honoring our veterans, and 
strengthening our American Legion Family.

Fall and the holiday season are busy times for our Legion Family, and there are 
so many opportunities to come together, support our veterans, and be part of our 
community. I hope you’ll join us whenever you can!

continued on the next page



October 10 - Welcome Home, Veterans!
Mark your calendars for October 10! Join us at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport as we welcome home 
veterans returning from the Stars and Stripes Honor Flight. There will be two fl ights — Alpha and Bravo — 
making this an especially exciting evening to show our veterans how much we appreciate their service. We will 
also have the honor of welcoming ALA Department President Amy Luft and ALA National President Dr. Coral 
May Grout, who will be returning on the Alpha fl ight. Unit 288 will have a table at the airport where children 
can create WELCOME HOME signs for the returning veterans. We’ll provide poster boards, markers, and 
patriotic stickers. Our table will be toward the end of the parade route, under the giant American fl ag. If you 
can’t attend but would like to donate supplies for our poster-making table, please contact me. I hope to see 
you on October 10! Let’s give our veterans the welcome home they deserve!

October 24 - Annual Fashion Show
We are excited for our Annual Fashion Show on October 24! Once again, Kara Boutique in Grafton has 
partnered with Unit 288, and the event sold out a month in advance! This event has become a wonderful 
community tradition and helps us raise much-needed funds to support women veterans. Thank you to 
everyone who continues to support this important event!

November 11 - Celebrating Our Post 288 Veterans
November gives us a special opportunity to pause, remember, and honor those who have served our country. 
Throughout November, Unit 288 would like to feature a diff erent Post 288 veteran on its Facebook page each 
day, depending on participation. We want our community to meet the veterans behind the uniforms and hear 
their stories. If you would like to participate, please provide a photo from your military service. No service 
photo? No problem! We would be happy to take a current photo of you wearing your Legion cover.

Please also share anything you are comfortable telling us, such as:

• Branch of service

• Years served

• MOS or military occupation

• Why you joined

• A favorite memory or special story

*PLEASE NOTE : You do not have to answer every question, just one!

Deadline for submissions: October 19. You can email your information, bring it to a General Meeting, or place 
it in an envelope marked “President Natalia” or “1st Vice President Barb Frank” and leave it at the Legion 
Post. We are incredibly grateful for your service and would be honored to share your story.

December 12 - Army vs. Navy Game
Join us Saturday, December 12, 2026, at American Legion Post 288 for America’s Game — Army vs. Navy! 
Doors open at 12:30 a.m. | Kickoff  at 2:00 p.m. For just $10.00 at the door, enjoy food, Miller Lite, football, 
fellowship, and a door prize raffl  e. Bring your Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, SAL members, veterans, 
families, friends, and neighbors. The Cedarburg community is welcome! And don’t forget the $10.00 Jersey 
Raffl  e! Choose from: ARMY • MARINES • NAVY • AIR FORCE. You do not have to be present to win. Tickets 
are available at the October and November Fish Frys, on Game Day, or from an ALA member. Proceeds 
support active duty servicemembers, their families, and veterans.

A Sincere Thank You
As the year comes to a close, I want to say a heartfelt thank you to my Unit 288 members for your incredible 
hard work, dedication, and support. And thank you to the entire American Legion Family for your continued 
support and service. The commitment all of you show our veterans, our programs, and one another is what 
makes Post 288 and our Legion Family such a special place. I am proud to work alongside each of you, and I 
look forward to all we will accomplish together in the new year.

Wishing you and your families a wonderful holiday season!

Natalia



Fashion Show - Sold Out!
Information from Kris Gomez

Many thanks to chairperson Mary Lewandowski-Maumee and her committee - 
this year’s fashion show sold out in one month!

This year all event proceeds are going to WOVEN – Women Veterans Initiative, 
part of the Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Initiative (WHVI). Specifi cally, funds 
will go toward the Women’s Wellness Retreat being held in October 2027 at Camp 
Minikani. This is a day-long wellness retreat only for women veterans. Our goal 
this year is to raise $4,000.

Kara Marie Boutique in Grafton returns with its fashions. The owner donates a 
portion of her proceeds from our fashion event back to the auxiliary.

Operation Sock Drop
Submitted by Natalia Genovesi-King

A small gift can make a big diff erence. This winter, The American Legion 
Auxiliary is launching Operation Sock Drop, and we need the help of our 
entire Legion Family and our local community! We are collecting NEW 
socks for men, women, and children that will be donated and distributed to 
the Homeless Veterans Initiative, Hoptel, and the VA. Please help us fi ll the 
collection bin at the Post from November 1 through January 18, 2027.

WHY SOCKS?

When you have a warm home, clean clothes, and a drawer full of socks, it’s 
easy to overlook something as simple as a pair of socks. But for a veteran 
who is experiencing homelessness, facing diffi  cult circumstances such as a 
medical issue, a new pair of socks can mean warmth, comfort, protection, 
and dignity.

Veterans without stable 
housing often walk miles 
each day to get to meals, 
medical appointments, 
work, shelters, and other services. Without regular access 
to laundry, socks can become worn, damp, and diffi  cult to 
replace. Clean, dry socks help protect feet from blisters, 
infections, skin breakdown, and the eff ects of cold and wet 
weather. For someone spending time outdoors, a dry pair 
of socks can provide much-needed warmth and protection. 
But Operation Sock Drop is about more than keeping feet 
warm. It’s about letting our veterans know they have not 
been forgotten.

Every package of socks donated is a simple message 
of compassion from our community: “We see you. We 
appreciate you. We care.”

So, the next time you’re shopping, pick up an extra package, 
or two, of new socks. Bring them to the Post and help us 
make a diff erence for veterans, families, and children in 
need. Warm feet. Warm hearts. Stronger communities. 
Operation Sock Drop — one pair at a time.

Natalia Genovesi King
ALA Dept. of WI - National Security Chair

Email - KingGenovesi@gmail.com
Mobile 414.839.0454

Thursday, October 22, 2026
6:30 – 8:00 PM

POW/MIA Awareness Initiative Implementation
Deployments & Welcome Home: What You Should Know

Thursday, December 3, 2026
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Blue & Gold Star Banner Programs
Navigating JROTC/ROTC Programs

Thursday, February 4, 2027
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Service Member of the Year – How-To’s
National Security Annual Reports (with Example)

Open to all Legion Family members -
Learn, Engage, and Strengthen Our Mission.

American Legion Auxiliary
Dept. of WI - National Security

ZOOM Sessions for 2026-27

Thursday,yy October 22, 2026
6:30 – 8:00 PM

POW/MIA Awareness Initiative Implementation
Deployments & Welcome Home: What You Should Know

Thursday,yy December 3, 2026
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Blue & Gold Star Banner Programs
Navigating JROTC/ROTC Programs

Thursday,yy February 4, 2027
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Service Member of the Year – How-T- o’s
National Security Annual Reports (with Example)

Open to all Legion Family memberss --
Learn, Engage, and Strengthen Ourr MMission.

AAmmerican Legion Auxiliary
DDept. of WI - National Security

ZOOM Sessions for 2026-27



Auxiliary Flag Donation to Schools
Submitted by Nancy Wallock

Chris Skidmore and I delivered 24 U.S. fl ags to the Cedarburg schools September 
11th. Grade schools receiving fl ags were Parkview, St. Francis Borgia, Thorson and 
Westlawn, along with Webster Middle School and Cedarburg High School.

We also handed out an invitation to students to participate in the 2026-2027 
American Legion Auxiliary Essay Contest. This year’s essay topic: “How can you be 
a beacon of light for our veterans?” Essays are due no later than February 15, 2027. 
Contest rules instructions were also included.

The Big Chicken Roasted Another One!
Submitted by Eric Albrecht; Photos by Deb Gabert and Eric Albrecht

The 2026 Peter Wollner Post 288 Chicken Roast was a clucking success! We 
served 650 chicken dinners on July 26, and the biggest challenge of the day 
wasn’t keeping the chickens hot—it was keeping up with the demand! Tickets 
sold out early, which was a 
fantastic sign of the support 
we have from our members 
and the community. And 
yes, the offi  cial Chicken 
came around to help spread 

the word before the event and during the big day. There’s 
nothing quite like a grown man in a chicken suit to let the 
community know that dinner is ready!

Thanks to everyone who 
bought a ticket, volunteered, 
worked the kitchen, served 
meals, tended the bar, or 
helped make the day such a 
success. The event brought 
in $8,992 in ticket sales and 
$1,043 in bar sales, resulting in 
a net profi t of $3,828.24 for the 
Post. Most importantly, it was 
a great day of food, fellowship, 
and community support. The 
Big Chicken had a great time 
and is already looking forward 
to seeing everyone again next 

year—hopefully with even more chickens in the coop!

Upper right: At Webster, School Principal Daniel Reinert and Nancy Wallock.

Left: At CHS, left 
to right Trent Berg, 
Assistant Principal; Callie 
McNerney, Assistant 
Principal; Casey Bowe, 
Principal; and Nancy 
Wallock.

Right: At Westlawn, Carrie 
Walker, Administrative 
Asst; Chris Skidmore and 
Katie Ramos, Principal.



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Vets Coff ee 10AM every Thursday at Jim’s Grille
Auxiliary 4th Tuesday Lunch - contact Mary Garner

1 Oz Cty Council 7PM 
Fredonia/BSA836 
7PM

2 3

4 Maxwell St 
Day

5 6 Aux Genl Mtg 6PM 
Soc &
6:30PM Meeting

7 Marine Corp
League 7PM/
Afghanistan War 
beg 2001

8 BSA836 7PM 9 10 Honor Flight

11 12 Columbus 
Day/Lions 
Club 6PM-
Cocktails 7PM 
Mtg

13 Legion Genl Mtg 
7PM/BSA835 7PM/
USN est 1775

14 15 BSA836 7PM 16 Fish Fry 
4PM-8PM

17 ALA Oz Cty 
Mtg Fredonia to 
construct ALA 
Comfort Kits

18 19 Aux Exec 
Board 6:30PM

20 Garden Club 6PM 21 22 BSA836 7PM/
ALA Natl Sec zoom 
6:30PM

23 24 Fashion Show 
- 12-2:30PM

25 Grenada 
camp beg 
1983

26 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

27 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion Exec 
Bd Mtg 7PM/
BSA835 7PM/Navy 
Day

28 29 BSA836 7PM 30 31 Halloween

1 Daylight 
Savings Time 
Ends

2 3 Aux Genl Mtg 
5:30PM Soc & 
6:30PM Meeting/
Election Day

4 Marine Corp
League 7PM

5 Oz Cty Council 7PM 
Cedarburg/BSA836 
7PM

6 7

8 9 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

10 Legion Genl Mtg 
7PM/BSA835 7PM/
USMC est 1775

11 Veterans Day/
Signing of WWI 
armistice 1918

12 BSA836 7PM 13 14

15 16 Aux Exec 
Board 6:30PM

17 Garden Club 6PM 18 19 BSA836 7PM 20 Fish Fry 
4PM-8PM

21 Grenada camp 
end 1983

22 23 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

24 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion Exec 
Bd Mtg 7PM/
BSA835 7PM

25 26 Thanksgiving 27 28

29 1st Sunday 
of Advent

30 1 Aux Genl Mtg 
6PM Soc & 6:30PM 
Meeting

2 Marine Corp
League 7PM

3 NO Oz County 
Council/BSA836 
7PM/ALA Natl Sec 
zoom 6:30PM

4 Hanukkah 
begins

5 Post 288 
Holiday Party 
5PM cocktails/
Somalia camp 
beg 1992

6 7 Natl Pearl 
Harbor Day 
Remembrance

8 Legion Genl Mtg 
7PM/BSA835 7PM/
War dec on Japan 
1941

9 10 BSA836 7PM 11 Germany & 
Italy dec war 
on US 1941

12 Army/Navy 
Game - 12:30PM 
doors open; 
2:00PM kickoff 

13 14 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

15 Garden Club 
6PM/Iraq War end 
2011

16 17 BSA836 7PM 18 Fish Fry 
4PM-8PM

19 Wreaths 
Across America 
10AM

20 Panama 
camp beg 
1989/US 
Space Force 
est 2019

21 Winter be-
gins/Aux Exec 
Board 6:30PM

22 Aux 4th Tues 
lunch/Legion Exec 
Bd Mtg 7PM/
BSA835 7PM

23 24 BSA836 7PM 25 Christmas 
Day

26 Kwanzaa

27 28 Lions Club 
6PMCocktails 
7PM Mtg

29 30 31 New Years Eve/
Offi  cial end WWII 
1946/Kosovo camp 
end 2013

Midwinter Conference
January 21-14, 2027

POST 288 CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2026
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THE USUAL DATES
POST GENERAL MEETING
Legion general meetings are the 
second Tuesday of each month and 
begin at 7:00 p.m. with a meal to 
follow. Free will off ering toward the 
meal is encouraged.

POST EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING
Legion Executive Board meetings 
are the fourth Tuesday of each 
month and begin at 7:00 p.m.

AUXILIARY GENERAL 
MEETING
Auxiliary general meetings are the 
fi rst Tuesday of each month. Social 
time begins at 6:00 p.m. and the 
meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

AUXILIARY EXECUTIVE 
BOARD MEETING
Auxiliary executive board meetings 
are the third Monday of each month 
and begin at 6:00 p.m.

Check calendar for any changes in 
schedule.

FISH FRY
Post 288 Fish Fry is the 3rd Friday 
of every month. We begin seating 
guests at 3:45 p.m. and begin taking 
dinner orders at 4:00 p.m. We close 
no earlier than 8:00 p.m. Closing 
time depends upon attendance 
and/or if we run out of food.

VETERANS COFFEE
Veterans meet for coff ee each 
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. at Jim’s 
Grille, W63 N144 Washington 
Avenue, Cedarburg WI.

EVENT CONTACTS
Fish Fry—Bob Batty 414-491-8927/battyrs@gmail.com
Hall Rental—Jim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com
Marine Corp League Meetings—Jim Lee 262-617-5236/mrlee12836@yahoo.com
Maxwell Street Day Parking—Brian Kjell 262-853-8009/bkjell@wi.rr.com & Tom Mesalk
Ozaukee County Council Meetings—Dennis Jaeger 262-277-6533/djaeger@wi.rr.com
Post General Meeting—Kristin Burkart 262-745-5934/kburkart08@gmail.com
Rifl e Squad—Jerry Smith 262-377-6012/jsmith304@wi.rr.com
Veterans Coff ee—Dennis Jaeger 414-426-4774/djaeger@wi.rr.com

POST 288 NEWSLETTER
The Post 288 newsletter is now available on the website. Deadline for the January/February/March 2027 issue is 
December 15, 2026. Articles submitted after the deadline might not be included in the newsletter. Please submit photos 
at the highest resolution/actual size if at all possible. Submit photos and articles to Jan Batty at rbatty@wi.rr.com. 
Newsletter Editors: Jan and Bob Batty

Post Labor Day Picnic
Submitted by Deb Gabert

Labor Day weekend had our Post 288 enjoying food, music, and fellowship. 
Auxiliary member Therese Larson and daughter led the game section with a 
knuckling Jenga game. Rick and Nancy Wallock braved the food table and the 
wasps, keeping us all safe. Beer and koozie sales were run by Barb Tenpenny, 
and Dennis and Mary Jaeger. Kris and Jerry Gómez manned the membership 
and Post feature table.

A fi ne group of ladies helped out wherever needed! We had a beautiful weekend 
with around 100 attendees.

Laura and Kyle Christenson’s kids did not want to leave the bouncy tent! 

Above right: Therese Larson and 
daughter compete in Jenga

Left: Batb Tenpenny, Dennis Jaeger, 
Mary Jaeger staff  the beer and 
koozie sales table

Right: Sandy Mack, Joan Retzlaff , 
Nancy Wallock, and Chris Sandoval 
who was armed to defend all against 
wasps


